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The cast of “Cagney”: from left, Bruce Sabath, Ellen Zolezzi, Jeremy Benton, Robert Creighton, Danette Holden and Josh Walden.

Katonah’s Bruce Sabath stars in

Actor in a better place after leaving
behind lucrative career in finance

STEPHEN P. MARSH

FOR THE JOURNAL NEWS

f anyone truly is born for the stage, Bruce Sabath must

be one of them. ¢ The Katonah resident, who currently

plays movie mogul Jack Warner in “Cagney,” an off-

Broadway tap dance musical about actor James Cag-

ney’s life, has built a solid resume over his 20-year ca-

reer. ¢ It’s packed with performances on stages around the
country, including includes a “surreal” Broadway debut in the
2007 Tony Award-winning revival of Stephen Sondheim’s mu-
sical “Company,” and more than two dozen parts in films and TV

shows. Most recently, he played a congressman opposite star

James Spader on the NBC’s “The Blacklist.”

See SABATH, Page 4C

A look at Disney World’s new
Pandora-World of Avatar land

MIKE SCHNEIDER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. - It’s not a
movie set, but visitors to Disney World’s
new Pandora-World of Avatar land are in
for a cinematic experience.

The 12-acre land, inspired by the
movie “Avatar,” opens in Florida in late
May at Walt Disney World’s Animal King-
dom. It cost a half-billion dollars to build.

The marquee attraction is Flight of
Passage, where a 3-D simulator plunges
riders into a cinematic world. You feel as
if you'reriding on the back of abanshee, a
bluish, gigantic, winged predator that re-
sembles something out of the Jurassic
era. Wearing 3-D glasses and straddling
what resembles a stationary motorcycle,
you're strapped in; then the lights go out,

a screen in front lights up, and you're
swooped into a world of blue, gigantic
aliens called Na'vi, with moon-filled
skies, plunging waterfalls, jumping ma-
rine animals and towering ocean waves.

The ride provides an enchanting and
intoxicating five minutes that touch all
the senses. Blasts of air and spritzes of
mist hit your face, and as you fly through
a lush forest, a woodsy aroma wafts
through your nostrils. A visitor could go
on the ride 20 times and not catch half the
visual details.

Disney designers are quick to say the
new land is the star of the action, not the
backdrop. “The character is being por-
trayed and played by the place itself, and
that’s different than a set,” said Joe

See PANDORA, Page 4C

‘Cagney’

SUBMITTED
From left, Danette Holden, Bruce Sabath, Josh Walden, Robert Creighton and Ellen
Zolezzi in a scene from “Cagney.”

JOHN RAOUX/AP
Landscaping at Pandora-World of Avatar consists of real plants mixed with artificial ones. The
attraction at Walt Disney World in Florida also has ponds and gentle waterfalls.
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Sabath

Continued from Page 1C

It’s not a bad track rec-
ord for any actor, espe-
cially one like Sabath, who
turned to theater after
spending more than 10
yearsinalucrative career
in finance.

He knew all along he
was destined to be a per-
former, but resisted the
urge to follow his passion.

“Growing up I was al-
ways involved in arts of a
variety of types. I was a
singer, I played clarinet, I
played piano, I acted.
These were just the things
that I just loved to do,” Sa-
bath, a tall, trim S0-some-
thing with a touch of gray
in his hair and ready
smile, tells lohud.com.

“It never occurred to
me that you would grow
up and do that for aliving,
because there was no one
in my sphere who did any-
thing like that,” adds the
1980 graduate of Roches-
ter’'s Brighton High
School.

Following the example
of his father, an engineer
at Kodak, and most of the
adults he knew, Sabath did
what he thought he was
supposed to: “You grow up
and do serious things.”

After graduating from
Harvard in 1984, he went
right to work, first at ac-
counting giant Arthur An-
dersen in New York, be-
fore moving on to First
Boston, the Boston Con-
sulting Group and, finally,
American Express. Along
the way, he earned an
MBA at Wharton.

“The whole time I was
just not thrilled,” Sabath
says. He was earning
plenty of money, but real-
ized “I'd be willing to
make less if I could be
more fulfilled.”

Then a trusted col-
league at American Ex-
press told him she was
leaving devote herself to
painting.

“T was like, wow! It lit-
erally just knocked the lid
off my whole concept of
‘supposed to,” he ex-
plains. “If this woman can
become a painter, what
does that mean for me?
And it was that moment I
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The company of “Cagney,” which is a tap dance musical about actor James Cagney’s life.

If you go

What: "Cagney,” an
off-Broadway musical
(cagneythemusical.com)

Where: Westside Theatre,
407 W. 43rd St., Manhattan

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday; 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday; 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday; 3 p.m.
Sunday; through May 28

Tickets: $89, plus fees, at the
box office, by phone at
212-239-6200 or online at
https:/www.telecharge.com/
Off-Broadway/Cagney/

started thinking maybe
there’s something outside
this track that 'm on that I
could do — something dif-
ferent.”

His wife, Karen, pro-
vided the final incentive
to change.

“One morning, Karen
goes, ‘I'm so sick of you
bitching and moaning
about hating your job and
all this analysis. Just toss
all of that stuff aside for a
moment and think. If you
could do anything you

wanted, anything at all,
top of your head, what
would you do?’”

While he tells the story,
Karen — a beekeeper and
environmental advocate
who once was a managing
partner at the BlackRock
investment firm — is lis-
tening nearby as he con-
tinues.

“And T said, ‘Well, if T
could do anything, I would
act. But, obviously, I can’t
do that.”

“And she said, ‘Well,
why not? ... You knew in-
stantly when I asked you
what you wanted to do.
How could you not?””

“At that moment, I
started thinking maybe I

ROBERT-CREIGHTON
Katonah'’s Bruce Sabath plays movie mogul Jack Warner.

could actually do this,” Sa-
bath says. “But I realized
pretty quickly that if I
was going to do it, L had a
lot of work to do.”

He started by taking
classes with noted New
York acting teacher Wil-
liam Esper, and then audi-
tioned constantly, com-
peting for roles with ac-
tors who had 10 years of
experience on him.

“T feel like I'm very
lucky, to have been able to
parachute in and to make
agoof it” after such a late
start,” he says.

His delayed start may
have helped him win the
role of Larry in “Compa-
ny”

CAROL ROSEGG,

“This gives him a ma-
ture world-view,” says
John Doyle, whose 2006
Tony Award for directing
“Sweeney Todd” ensured
the transfer of “Compa-
ny” — cast and all — from
a regional theater in Cin-
cinnati to the Great White
Way.
“He knows what hard
work is. He also totally
values the second career
he has undertaken
maybe even more than a
person who has only made
theater,” Doyle says.

Sabath’s clarinet skills
probably didn’t hurt, ei-
ther, because Doyle
planned to have his actors
play instruments rather
than using an orchestra.

“There’s always some
little gimmick, there’s al-
ways some little thing that
made it work. And in this
case, for me, it was the
clarinet,” says Sabath,
who studied the instru-
ment until age 18.

“Cagney” director Bill
Castellino, who first cast
Sabath as Warner for the
show’s five-week New
York premiere at York

Theatre Company in 2015,
says the actor’s sense of
humor made him right for
the unlikeable Hollywood
figure who was always
quick to joke around.

Sabath “has areally in-
teresting sense of humor,
but he also has gravitas,
and that certainly is what
we needed for him to play
Warner. He has some
DNA that would suggest
he’s the class clown, but
ultimately he presents as
kind of the brainiac, and I
think that’s a fascinating
combination,” Castellino
says.

Sabath’s run in “Cag-
ney” at Manhattan’s West-
side Theatre ends when
the show closes May 28.
By then, the six-member
cast, including star and
creator Robert Creighton,
will have logged some 450
performances.

That number would
have seemed oppressive
to a college-age Sabath.

“Doing a show over and
over again it gets
numbing,” he told a writer
for The Harvard Crimson
in an interview his role as
Tevye in a campus pro-
duction of “Fiddler on the
Roof.”

“My longest run was
eight shows. After 400 it
becomes a job,” he told
the Crimson.

Sabath’s  view has
changed over the years.
Now he loves the repeti-
tion.

“Every show feels dif-
ferent, and every perfor-
mance is an opportunity
to bring this experience to
anew group of people,” he
says. “That’s the real joy
of doing live theater.”

With the end of “Cag-
ney” in sight, Sabath finds
himself at a crossroads.

“I'm torn between
frantically looking for my
next project and thinking
it would be nice to take a
break for a bit,” he ex-
plains. “The voice inside
me that yells, ‘You'll nev-
er work again!” shouts at
me whenever I finish a
project.

“So far, it’s been wrong
every time. You'd think I
could ignore it by now!
I'm doing my best.”

New City-based jour-
nalist Steven P. Marsh
blogs at www.willyou
missme.com.
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Rohde, the design and
production leader of Pan-
dora-World of Avatar.
Other aspects of Pan-
dora can’t quite compete
with the excitement and
immersion of Flight of
Passage. Much of Pando-
ra, at least during the
daytime, is hard to distin-
guish from the rest of
Animal Kingdom, Dis-
ney’s almost 20-year-old
logical-themed park
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At night, though, Pan-
dora transforms into a
sea of color with glowing
lights on artificial plants
and even in the pave-
ment.
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here,” Rohde said of the
aliens. “We know they
are culturally present
around us but we will
meet them when we go
on an excursion.”

The other main attrac-
tion, Na'vi River Jour-
ney, is an indoor river
ride in the dark, lit up by
glowing creatures and
plants. The ride culmi-
nates with a Na'vianima-
tronic woman beating on
drums as a chorus of
voices reaches a cre-
scendo. Images of the
Na'vi riding horse-like
creatures appear behind
lush foliage, gllmpsed in
the distance from the riv-

er.

Disney has been
building attractions
themed on movies since
Disneyland opened in
1955 with rides inspired
by Snow White, Peter
Pan and Alice in Wonder-
land. Often, as with Pan-
dora, the attractions
open years after the
movies debut. “Avatar”
came out in 2009. Direc-
tor James Cameron’s se-
quel isn’t due out until
2020. Lands based on
“Star Wars” are sched-
uled to open in Disney
parks in California and
Florida in 2019.

Pandora-World of Av-
atar isn’t tied to a narra-
tive from the film but
rather tells a story set in
the future, after humans
degraded the jungle
through industrial folly
and a resurgence of na-
ture overtakes the hu-
man-built environment.
That theme is a recur-
ring architectural motif;
for example, a beverage
stand and cantina are
made to look as if they
were built for industry
by humans but then were
overrun by plant life.

Throughout Pandora,
real plants intermingle
with artificial plants that
resemble alien pods or
Dale Chihuly glass sculp-
tures, It’s difficult to dis-
tinguish what is real.

“We were trying to get
as close as possible to
fool the eye,” said Zsolt
Hormay, a Disney cre-
ative executive.

At the entrance, visi-
tors hear a cacophony of
bird chirps and animal
cries. A circle of drums
connected to faux tree
roots allows visitors to
drum and then get a re-
sponse of drumming or
pulsing lights.

The focal points are a
135-foot  mountaintop
where Flight of Passage
is located as well as
“floating mountains”
that appear to be sus-
pended in air but are ac-
tually made of concrete.
Engineers use tricks to
make the park appear
bigger than it is.



